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Happy New Year!

2023 was a great year for the Chapter! We were active during the legislative season,
advocating for the health and well-being of all the children of WV. We launched our
strategic plan at the Annual Meeting in April, and we have been hard at work on
those goals. We received grant funding from America’s Health Insurance Plans to
support our Connecting Kids to Coverage project during the Medicaid Unwinding
(see more on this inside from Chapter Champion Lisa Costello). We were also
awarded another grant from Project Firstline that funded our new website, which we
are excited to unveil this month! Please be sure to check out the new, improved
wvaap.com! It is a great new landing page for the Chapter and will make it easier
than ever to check out upcoming events and information for our ongoing work. I’'m
especially excited about our new WV AAP logo and mascot!

As we start 2024, WV AAP is gearing up for a busy legislative season. We are
anticipating serious attempts to change or dismantle our strong school
immunization policy. | hope that you will be able to join us virtually on Tuesday,
January 9 at noon for a session with Dr. Julia Sweetland from the FrameWorks
Institute to give us evidence-based tips on framing the message on immunizations so
we can communicate effectively on this issue.

I am thrilled to be fully back in person for Advocacy Day this year! We will be going
to the Capitol for our 2024 WV AAP Champions for Children Advocacy Day on
February 8, and we would love to have as many of you as possible there to make our
voices heard. We also know that one day is not enough to keep our immunization
policies strong! Be on the lookout throughout the legislative session for updates on
bills as they move. We will need to be ready to mobilize and contact legislators!

| wish you all a safe and happy new year, and | hope to see you all at the Capitol next
month!

Beth Bloom Emrick, MD, FAAP
President

Special Thanks @9
Dr. Lisa McBride

Thank you Dr. McBride for your
dedicated service and leadership to
the Chapter. You will be missed!
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2024 WV AAP

CHILDREN’S HEALTHCARE
SUMMIT AT CANAAN
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CANAAN VALLEY RESORT &
CONFERENCE CENTER

REGISTRATION
AVAILABLE SOON!
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VIRTUAL PRESENTATION

Boosting Public Discourse: Evidence-Based Strategies
for Reframing Child & Adolescent Immunization

To rebuild widespread confidence in the power of immunizations, advocacy from
pediatricians is vital. Making sure that our advocacy is effectively framed can help or hinder
progress toward the ultimate goal of ensuring the health of children and adolescents
through vaccination.

That’s why the American Academy of Pediatrics partnered with the FrameWorks Institute to
conduct rigorous social science research to understand attitudes toward vaccine policy and
identify framing strategies that can build public support for science-backed approaches.
This research has uncovered fresh insights into effective framing, designed especially for
pediatricians and other family health practitioners.

The West Virginia Chapter of the AAP is delighted to virtually host the FrameWorks Institute
to share more about these new evidence-based communications recommendations with our
members. Whether we are sharing information about vaccines in social media or in a news
interview, talking with policymakers or addressing a group of parents, these framing
strategies can help improve how we talk about vaccines.

Dr. Julie Sweetland (PhD) is a sociolinguist and a senior advisor at the FrameWorks Institute,
a nonprofit that equips change-makers to lead productive public conversations on scientific
and social issues.

Since joining FrameWorks in 2012, Dr. Sweetland has led strategic reframing initiatives on
issues like health equity, education equity, and childhood adversity. Her skill in translating
framing research into communication strategy helps advocates, policymakers, and
researchers drive social change.Since 2017, Julie has played a key role in the Tobacco
Disparities Framing Project, which has informed national, state, and local efforts to advance
equity-focused approaches to commercial tobacco control.

. ,\ Featuring Dr. Julie
3@ Sweetland (PhD)

January 9, 2024
12:00 pm
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WV needs to keep
immunizations strong
(Opinion)
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PROJECT
FIRSTLINE

CDC'’s National Training Collaborative
for Healthcare Infection Prevention & Control

&

CDC’s Project Firstline has new
micro-learn trainings available!

Use these simple and effective
trainings to give your teaman
Infection control
knowledge refresh!

Simple and Effective
Infection Control
Training Tools

% PROJECT
s FIRSTLINE The Power To Stop Infections. Together.




u OUR LEADERS

Beth Bloom Emrick, MD, Jennifer Gerlach, MD, FAAP - Jamie Jeffrey, MD, FAAP -
FAAP - President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
emrick9@marshall.edu kayser6é@marshall.edu jamie.jeffrey@camc.org

Candice Hamilton, MPH - Lisa Costello, MD, MPH, FAAP - Andrea Lauffer, MD, FAAP -
Executive Director Immediate Past President Member At-Large
chamilton@hsc.wvu.edu costello.lisa@gmail.com laufferl@marshall.edu

Kathleen J. Martin, MD,FAAP - Elizabeth Copenhaver, MD - Youmna Mousattat, MD, FAAP -
Member At-Large Member At-Large Member At-Large
kmartin@osteo.wvsom.edu elizabeth.copenhaver@vandalia ~ youmna.mousattat@camc.org
health.org
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