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Who is the ABP?
• Over 400 physician volunteers
• Board of Directors
• General Pediatrics Committee
• 15 Subboards
• Family Leadership Committee
• Service Committees

• MOC Committee
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Information that Prompted Continuing 
Certification
• 1999, 2001 reports To Err is Human and Crossing the Quality Chasm

• 2003, 2007 articles revealing that ~ 50% of adult and pediatric patients get the 
recommended best healthcare (McGlynn, NEJM, 2003 and Mangione-Smith, NEJM, 2007)

• Research points to a decline of medical knowledge and clinical skills with time away from 
training and a decline in quality as physicians age. (Choudhry, 2005)

• People / physicians cannot accurately assess their own competence. There is a relatively 
steep performance curve, yet a relatively stable confidence curve.  (Davis, 2006)

• Pace of growth of medical information is exponential.

• 95% of patients expect their physician to participate in an ongoing certification program.  
(Freed, 2009)



Evidence to Support Continuing 
Certification
• Longitudinal assessment enhances learning. (Turner, 2019)

• Test performance is predictive of clinical performance. (Holmboe, 2019)

• Participation in continuing certification is associated with reduced risk of licensure 
actions. (Jones, 2019)

• Participation in continuing certification is associated with adherence to clinical 
guidelines and some improved HEDIS measure outcomes. (Gray, 2019)

• MOC quality improvement initiatives have been shown to engage physicians 
effectively in quality improvement activity in Dermatology,  Family Medicine, Internal 
Medicine, and Pediatrics. 
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MOC Cycle

Part 2 = Lifelong Learning

Part 4 = Improve Professional Practice

https://www.abp.org/sites/abp/files/pdf/moc-certified-pediatrician-handout.pdf

http://www.abp.org/sites/abp/files/pdf/moc-certified-pediatrician-handout.pdf


What We Do: Continuing Certification (MOC)



Lifelong Learning

ACCME 
Partnership

•National 
Meetings

•Grand Rounds
•UpToDate

Credit for what 
you are doing

•Resuscitation 
Certificates (e.g., 
PALS)

•Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion 
learning

ABP Produced 
Activities

•MOCA-Peds
•Question of the 

Week
•Decision Skills
•Article-Based 

Self-Assessments



Question of the Week

2 0 2 3  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G





What We Do: Continuing Certification (MOC)



MOCA-Peds (Part 3)
• Focuses on assessment and learning
• Up to 17 questions per quarter for each certification area

• Delivered via web or mobile device
• Drop 4 lowest-performing quarters 

• Maximize Learning
• Introduce 1-4 new articles per year chosen by experts in the field
• You can use resources (not a colleague)
• Repeat questions based on confidence / relevance ratings

• Option to still take the traditional exam





Medical Decision Making Stay more up to date

70.3% 59.1%



What We Do: Continuing Certification (MOC)



Improving Health and Health Care (Part 4)

MULTI-
INSTITUTION 
OR LARGE-
SCALE QI 
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Encourage people to engage in quality improvement activities 
which will give credit for work already being done in their practice
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Planning the future of 
certification 

• Charge for the Summit is to: 
Bring together leading experts and stakeholders to assess the 
current state and explore cutting-edge technologies and advances 
in assessment methodologies to inform future American Board of 
Pediatrics certification processes.

• Themes will include professionalism, communication, medical 
knowledge, and  competency based medical education 





Questions / Comments / Feedback

MOC Questions and Help
moc@abpeds.org

What We Strive For

“Kimberly is exceptional. She is very professional 
knowledgeable, competent person. She makes us very 
comfortable to ask her questions and I never hesitate to 
ask her anything ..her voice is pleasant and never rushed. 
She is a big asset to ABP.”

mailto:moc@abpeds.org
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