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Course Description & Registration
Please join us in a new venue for the annual 
summit of the West Virginia Chapter, American 
Academy of Pediatrics (WV AAP) in Canaan 
Valley. This two-day summit will provide the 
practitioner with information about relevant 
up-to-date topics in pediatrics. Registration 
includes course materials, CME credit, MOC 
Part II, lunch, break, reception and dinner on 
Friday, and breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 
Reservations for the reception and dinner for 
spouses/guests can be made for $40/person. 

Additionally, there will be a free pre-conference 
workshop on Friday morning which will focus 
on positive parenting strategies for common 
childhood behavioral complaints and how to 
teach them to families in a brief clinic visit. This 
workshop will be interactive with opportunities 
to practice how to apply learned skills. On 
Saturday morning, participants will review 
developmental, behavioral, and mental health 
disorders commonly seen in pediatric practice 
and answer questions to earn American Board 
of Pediatrics MOC Part II credit.

WVAAP 
Children’s Healthcare 
Summit at Canaan

2024

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Participation at the WVAAP Summit will allow 
attendees to be able to: 
1.   Describe the updated approach to diagnosis 

and management of common pediatric 
surgical conditions

2.   List the requirements, benefits, and 
utilization of the American Board of Pediatrics 
Maintenance of Certification program 

3.   Define “relational health” and ways 
to support families and reduce child 
maltreatment 

4.   Analyze common pediatric clinical scenarios 
regarding accurate coding for optimal billing

5.   Describe physician burnout and steps to 
prevent it through financial empowerment

6.   List the reasons for teaching positive 
parenting skills and describe strategies to 
teach the skills

7.   Recognize and treat common developmental, 
behavioral, and mental health disorders

8.   Describe the epidemiology, associated risk 
factors, treatment options, and harm reduction 
strategies for substance use disorders

9.   Recognize and treat the most common 
emergencies presenting to pediatrics clinics

Register and pay online by March 31, 2024. 
https://2024WVAAPSummit.eventbrite.com
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Location & Lodging

Canaan Valley Resort & Conference Center
230 Main Lodge Road
Davis, WV 26260

DIRECTIONS
https://www.canaanresort.com/directions/

https://www.canaanresort.com/book-now?pid=36194
Group ID Code:  1029S3

Rooms have been reserved 
at Canaan Valley Resort & 
Conference Center in Davis, 
West Virginia. Use the booking 
link below, enter dates of stay, 
and use the group code 
provided in the drop-down box 
and complete the reservation. 
Or, you may call the front desk 
at 304-866-4121 (option1) and 
refer to the group code at time 
of booking.

Find us at the intersection of relaxation and recreation. 
With 160 rooms, 23 cabins, and 59 campsites, our resort 
provides lodging for any occasion. Perfect your swing on our 
championship golf course, swim in our outdoor and indoor 
pools, or ski down our 47 slopes and trails. No matter the 
season, you’ll find no shortage of family-friendly activities.

You’ll also find state-of-the-art conference and event 
spaces, on-site restaurants, and a fully-equipped fitness 
center. We have everything you need for the ultimate resort 
experience. But if you feel like exploring nearby, we’re only a 
few hours’ drive from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as well as the 
Washington, D.C. and Northern Virginia metro areas.

About the ResortReserve Your Room

BOOK NOW!
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Friday, April 19, 2024

9:00 am -11:30 pm 	
Preconference Workshop
Addressing Common Behavioral Concerns 
in Pediatric Practice
Beth Emrick, MD
Jessica Luzier, PhD
Chantel Weisenmuller, PhD 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 	
Lunch/Business Meeting

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm	
Common Pediatric Emergencies
Julie Phillips, MD

2:00 pm - 2:45 pm	
The Evolution of Continuing Certification
Keith Mann, MD, MEd 

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm	
Break

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm	
The Pediatrician’s Role in Preventing 
Child Maltreatment
Amy Gavril, MD 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm	
Substance Use Disorders in Adolescents
Corey McBrayer DO, MPH 

Saturday, April 20, 2024 

8:00 am-9:45 am 
MOC Part 2 - Identifying and Caring for 
Children with Developmental, Behavioral, and 
Mental Health Disorders
Beth Emrick, MD

9:45 am-10:00 am
Break

9:00 am -10:00 am 
Financial Empowerment to Combat Physician 
Burnout
Jesse Cottrell, MD, MSc
 
10:00 am -11:00 am 
Top 5 Reasons for Referral to Pediatric Surgery
Patrick C. Bonasso II, MD, MBA

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Owning your Value: Maximizing Pediatric Coding
Susan J. Kressly, MD

12:00 pm -12:30 pm 
Lunch

12:30 pm -2:00 pm 
Resident Presentations 

SUMMIT AGENDA
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Beth Emrick, MD
Jessica Luzier, PhD
Chantel Weisenmuller, PhD
Amy Gavril, MD
Keith Mann, MD, MEd
Julie Phillips, MD
Corey McBrayer, DO, MPH, MSc
Patrick C. Bonasso II, MD, MBA
Susan J. Kressly, MD

Faculty

Emily Nease, MD
Chair, West Virginia University - Morgantown

Linda Nield, MD
Past-Chair, West Virginia University - Morgantown

Beth Emrick, MD
Marshall University- Huntington

Jennifer Gerlach, MD
Marshall University- Huntington

Elizabeth Copenhaver, MD
West Virginia University - Charleston
 
Candice Lefeber, MPH
Executive Director, WV AAP

WV AAP Annual Meeting Planning Committee 

Disclosure:  It is the policy of the CAMC Health Education and Research Institute 
that any faculty (speaker) who makes a presentation at a program designated 
for AMA Physician’s Recognition Award (PRA) Category I or II must disclose any 
financial interest or other relationship (i.e. spouses/partners, grants, research 
support, consultant honoraria) that faculty member has with the manufacturer(s) 
of any commercial product(s) that may be disclosed in the educational 
presentation. Program Planning Committee Members must also disclose any 
financial interest or relationship with commercial industry that may influence their 
participation in this conference.
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In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and implemented by The West Virginia 
Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and CAMC Health Education and Research Institute. CAMC 
Health Education and Research Institute is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Physicians
CAMC Health Education and Research Institute’s CME program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. CAMC Health Education 
and Research Institute designates this live activity for a maximum of 12 AMA PRA Category I credit(s)™. 
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in this activity. 

Nurses
The CAMC Health Education and Research Institute is an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. This offering has been approved for 12 contact hours 
(JA0026-21-19-108) Expiration date is 2 years from the course date. 

How do I get my CME?
You will be given access to a printable or paper certificate at the event. Following the event, your information will 
be provided to CAMC Institute and CAMC Institute will upload your learning credit into an electronic registration 
system. You can access your transcript at any time at http://camcinstitute.org/conference/registration 

Please provide your email address so that CAMC Institute can send you your login information.

Accreditation
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Patrick Bonasso, MD, MBA 
Patrick C. Bonasso II, MD, is a pediatric general and thoracic surgeon and the 
pediatric trauma director at WVU Medicine Children’s. Dr. Bonasso was born and 
raised in Fairmont, WV. He completed his medical degree and general surgery 
residency at WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospital in Morgantown, WV,
and completed his pediatric research fellowship and pediatric surgery fellowship at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock, AR. 

His expertise includes anorectal disorders, laparoscopic inguinal hernias, 
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO), tumors (lung, chest wall, 
gastrointestinal, germ cell, kidney, liver, neuroendocrine), necrotizing enterocolitis, 
neonatal congenital anomalies, pilonidal cysts, thyroglossal cysts, tracheoesophageal 
fistulas, diseases of small bowel and colon, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, umbilical 
hernias, and Wilms tumors.

He is a member of the American Pediatric Surgical Association and the Pediatric 
Trauma Society.

Jesse Cottrell, MD
Like many others before him, Jesse received no dedicated training in personal 
finance during his medical journey to become a physician. In the 27th grade (1st 
year of MFM fellowship), he realized his appalling lack of knowledge in the area of 
financial matters and did what doctors are trained to do… learn all that you can about 
a subject you don’t know anything about. He now gives formal didactic lectures 
to medical students and residents, teaching the basics of financial literacy to 
those in the medical education pipeline so they can hit the ground running as their 
professional careers start. Jesse firmly believes money should be used as a tool 
to help physicians flourish in their personal and professional lives, convinced that 
fulfilled and content doctors provide the best patient care.

Beth Emrick, MD, FAAP 
Beth Emrick, MD, FAAP is an associate professor at Marshall University Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine. She received her medical degree at West Virginia 
University School of Medicine and completed her pediatrics residency at the 
Charleston Area Medical Center/West Virginia University – Charleston Division, where 
she served as chief resident. After completing fellowship in Developmental-Behavioral 
Pediatrics at Akron Children’s Hospital, she returned home to WV to practice in 2013.

Speakers 
2024 Summit
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Amy Gavril, MD
Dr. Amy Gavril is Division Chief of Child Safety and Advocacy, West Virginia 
University Medicine Children’s Hospital and Associate Professor of Pediatrics at 
West Virginia University School of Medicine. She is dual board certified in pediatric 
medicine and child abuse pediatric medicine and specializes in child abuse 
pediatrics. Dr. Gavril is an active member of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
Council on Child Abuse and Neglect where she is busy writing and editing on the 
Policy Committee, and assisting in development of educational programs on the 
Education Committee. She has numerous publications on child maltreatment. She 
has extensive experience and training in the field of child physical abuse, child sexual 
abuse, child neglect, child fatalities, as well as pediatric and adolescent gynecology. 
Dr. Gavril serves as a medical consultant to various social services, medical, legal, 
and investigative agencies throughout West Virginia for cases of suspected child 
maltreatment, including medical-legal case reviews and expert testimony. Dr. Gavril 
comes to West Virginia after a 30 year US Navy career as a military physician.

Susan Kressly, MD
Dr. Susan Kressly has over 30 years of experience in general pediatric practice, 
over a decade in advancing pediatric health IT and has been involved in practice 
management and payment efforts to support pediatric practice since 2006. The 
first 15 years of her career Sue was a part of an independent group practice which 
was bought by a health system, then started her own practice in 2004 in Bucks 
County, PA. Wanting to push the envelope and meet patient’s needs in innovative 
ways, Sue was an early adopter of Health IT which led her to become an accidental 
clinical informaticist. 

Sue has difficulty saying no, and has found herself on multiple AAP Sections/Councils 
and Committees and in several leadership roles. She has served as chair of the Section 
on Administration and Practice Management (SOAPM) and the Payer Advocacy 
Advisory Committee. Sue welcomes conversations on innovative pediatric payment 
models, practice transformation, coding, quality improvement and health IT and is 
thrilled to serve as the President-elect for the AAP beginning in January of 2024. 

Throughout her journey Sue has had the privilege of meeting pediatricians from all 
over the country in various settings which has allowed for continued expression 
of her dominant advocacy genes to work together for the benefit of all. She 
believes that all children deserve access to a well-coordinated patientcentered 
medical home including a neighborhood of pediatric specialists. In addition, all 
pediatricians deserve the resources and support to transform their practices to 
meet their patient’s needs in a constantly changing healthcare environment.

Jessica Luzier, PhD, ABPP, CEDS-C
Jess Luzier, Ph.D., ABPP, CEDS-C is a board-certified Child and Adolescent 
Clinical and Pediatric Psychologist who specializes in treating youth with eating 
and feeding disorders, risk behaviors, and selfinjury/suicidal behavior. Dr. Luzier 
is Full Professor in the WVU-School of Medicine, Charleston Division, where she 
serves as Clinical Director and co-founder of the WVU Disordered Eating Center of 
Charleston. She conducts meaningful clinical research which has been published 
in numerous peer-reviewed journals and at national/international professional 
conferences. Dr. Luzier is the Training Director for the Child Psychology Track 
predoctoral psychology internship program at Charleston Area Medical Center. 
She was inducted into the West Virginia Healthcare Hall of Fame in 2023 for her 
work treating, teaching, and advocating for kids in our state.
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Keith Mann, MD
Keith Mann is the Vice President of Continuing Certification at the American Board 
of Pediatrics and an Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics at Duke University School 
of Medicine. He completed an Internal Medicine/Pediatrics residency and chief 
residency at Thomas Jefferson University/AI Dupont Hospital for Children. He has 
a master’s in education from the University of Cincinnati. Keith is responsible for 
leading the continued development and implementation of the ABP’s continuing
certification program. He brings expertise in medical education and quality and 
safety. He is focused on engaging pediatricians both in contributing to the future of 
the program and improving the communication about recent changes. Keith is the 
chair of the ABMS Continuing Certification Committee and co-chair of the ABMS 
Improving Health and Healthcare Learning Collaborative. 

Corey McBrayer, DO MPH FAAP
Corey McBrayer (he/they) completed his medical degree at the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic medicine. He completed an osteopathic internship at 
Bluefield Regional Medical Center and pediatrics residency at the Charleston 
Area Medical Center. He completed an adolescent medicine fellowship at Indiana 
University and an addiction fellowship at OhioHealth. Currently he is working with 
adolescents for a variety of medical issues including gender care, GYN, substance 
use disorders, and eating disorders at PennState Health, as well as adults with 
substance use disorders. He has a special interest in patient safety and quality 
improvement. He lives with his wife in Dover, PA and their three dogs, three ducks, 
turtle, rat snake, and pea puffer. He plans to get emus in the near future and start a 
small farm.

Julie Phillips, MD
Julie Phillips, MD, is the medical director of the Pediatric Emergency Department 
at WVU Medicine Children’s. Dr. Phillips also serves as the division director 
for Pediatric Emergency Medicine within the WVU Department of Emergency 
Medicine. Phillips is a native West Virginian. She earned her Doctorate in Medicine 
from West Virginia University in 2007. Phillips completed a pediatric residency at 
the University of Connecticut and a fellowship in pediatric emergency medicine 
at Vanderbilt University. Previously, Phillips served as an attending physician in 
the Pediatric Emergency Department at Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center 
in Spokane, Washington, and attending physician and associate medical director 
of the Children’s Hospital Emergency Room at Lehigh Valley Medical Center in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania.

Chantel Weisenmuller, PhD
Dr. Chantel Weisenmuller received her PhD in Clinical Psychology from the 
University of Kentucky and completed her psychology internship at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio. She is an Associate Professor at WVU 
School of Medicine- Charleston and serves as the Director of the psychology
predoctoral internship at CAMC. Dr. Weisenmuller’s clinical and research 
interests include effective interventions for youth with disruptive behavior and/
or neurodevelopmental disorders, reducing barriers to access in rural and 
underserved communities, interventions with youth and families involved in the
juvenile justice or child welfare systems, and increasing availability of LGBTQ 
affirming healthcare. Dr. Weisenmuller is an APA Council Representative (WVPA) 
and a member of the APA Committee on Rural Health. She serves as the chair of 
the Colleague Assistance Program Committee for the West Virginia Psychological 
Association and is a member of the National Register for Health Service 
Psychologists, the Society for Child and Family Policy and Practice (APA Division 
37), and the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC).


